Windy Ridge PTA Meeting

Board Meeting – November 10, 2008

The meeting was held in the Windy Ridge Media Center and was called to order at 9:35 a.m. by President, Rene Weising. 

Members Present: 

Mindy Bender

Ann Biro

Joanna Bradford

Christina Carey

Michelle Dunlap

Mindy Gerber

Mily Hernandez

Chris Meikle

Tina Newell

Karyn Phillips

Kim Richard

Katrina Ruiz

Sally Sawyer

Sherita Teti

Mary Walsh

Susan Weems

Rene Weising

Sarah Concepcion

Teena Moore-Jenkins

Officer’s Report

President, Rene Weising welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Treasurer, Katrina Ruiz: 

· Profit & Loss statement and Balance Sheet available, noting that the funds in the money market account are for excessive funds not yet paid out in order to accrue interest. 

· Katrina showed a work-in-progress Teacher Mini-Grant form and requested any input be forwarded to her. She explained that a form is needed in order to gather enough information to make an informed decision. Members noted that the form should indicate a maximum amount and that other amounts will be considered on an individual basis. The initial request will first be approved by Mrs. Concepcion then forwarded to PTA in time for the monthly meeting—generally held on the second Monday of the month. 

· Mrs. Concepcion introduced three teachers/requests that should be considered. The following are the request:

1. Mrs. Olive, Speech and Language, requested money to purchase one or two digital recorders. The digital recorders allow for a more higher quality recording and give better feedback during assessment. She said that prices range from $40-$80 and she would like to purchase one or two. No additional equipment or supplies are needed with the digital recorders. Tina Newell made a motion to purchase the digital recorders and Sherita Teti seconded the motion.  

2. Mrs. Pancatto, Music, came to request money for their Spring Musical. In the past, the school has paid for the musicals. However, with the budget cuts, the item was cut this year and she would like to continue to be able to offer this event to the current drama students.  She reported that the plays she’s considering would cost $400-$500 for the packets and an additional $70 for the rights, to be paid for each performance. She explained that they perform the musical five times during that week to each grade level and then one night performance. The day performances are considered rehearsals so a “rights” fee does not have to be paid for each of those performances. The hour-long performance usually takes place at the end of May. 

The members suggested that the night of the performance could be turned into a “Windy Ridge Fine Arts Night” and bring a greater participation. It was further suggested that concessions be sold in order to reimburse the PTA for financing the cost of the play. Karyn Phillips also noted that the Reflections work could also be displayed. 

Katrina asked if this was a one-time request or would this be something we should consider adding to the budget for this year. Mrs. Concepcion explained that the decision for next year’s budget would not be available until the legislature meets. Mindy Bender suggested that the line item be changed from “Music” to “Music/Drama.”  Karyn Phillips made a motion to purchase the performance packages and rights and Sally Sawyer seconded the motion.  

3. Go Green Committee, Ms. Moore-Jenkins, shared the initial request for this committee to continue the good work it has started. She was initially requesting the PTA purchase needed recycling bins totaling $1000 (one 50 gallon outside container at $600 and two plastic indoor bins at $200/ea.). Upon inquiries from PTA members present, it was decided that the recycling club will look into more cost effective methods of collecting plastics, cans, and paper and also see how often the collection is done. The PTA agreed to table this issue upon further information becoming available.  

· Mindy Bender made a motion to pay for the extra fees for the PE uniforms. Karyn Phillips seconded the motion. 

Principal’s Report: 

Mrs. Concepcion reported the following: 

· ADHD follow-up meeting is this week

· SAC’s meeting is also this week

· Beta Club had their Formation of Officers and Inductions. 

· Simon Dharmakrithi, voted 6th grade class president, was interviewed by FOX News focusing on overcoming obstacles and diversities. 

· Science is the academic theme for November and December. 

· Holiday Drive will kick off next Thursday. A tree will be displayed with tags identifying wish list items for some of our students in need here at Windy Ridge. There will be a $25-$35 suggested limit. The tree will be monitored when displayed during events then will be housed behind the front desk to ensure safe monitoring. 

· Pizza deliveries will be allowed for the Holiday Parties. 

· Mrs. Concepcion suggested that a possible use for the PTA Fund Project could be a new/improved sound system for the cafeteria. 

Committee Reports

ADDitions, Joanna Bradford & Nanette Campbell: ADDitions received word that shorts/bottoms are still needed by the nurse to cover for those kids needing replacement clothes throughout the day. It was mentioned that a note is sent home requesting the return of the donated items once they go home.

Fundraising: Sally Foster, Susan Weems: Susan reported that $8382.00 was made on the Sally Foster Fundraiser. She also requested that she be allowed $100 to buy a digital camera for the winner of the most sales since Sally Foster claimed they did not have enough “points” to earn the camera. Since there is already a budget line item for Sally Foster, no motion was needed as it would just be taken from the profits. There is more cookie dough available for $12 in a variety of flavors. 

Directory, Michelle Dunlap: There are a few directories available for sale up at the front office. 

Homeroom Representatives, Tina Newell: There is one 3rd grade class that still needs a Homeroom Rep: Ms. Johnston. 

Website, Ann Biro: Ann reported that the December Issue deadline for the newsletter would be November 21st. 

Unfinished Business

Movie Night:  Concessions will begin at 5:30 with hot dogs, popcorn, cotton candy, hot chocolate, and thanks to Kim Nguyen, spring rolls. Mindy will provide the screen. 

Mother/Son Event, Ann Biro and Rene Weising: Ann Biro reported that a Zoomerang Survey offered some helpful feedback in planning the event. The event will be Friday, December 5th. Did I miss this?  

New Business: 

December Luncheon: In lieu of a formal PTA Board Meeting in December, a holiday brunch will be hosted by Mindy Bender at 11:30 a.m. 

Toys For Tots: It was decided that a Toys for Tots collection would conflict to with the school’s Christmas Tree Wish Drive. Mindy Bender suggested adopting a military unit to send care packages to. She suggested that a class collect items on their wish list and/or make cards for the soldiers. It would then be collected, sorted and sent to the troops. Members present were in favor of this idea so Mindy said she would get more detailed information. 

Father/Daughter Dance, Christina Carey/Mary Ruffin: Christina Carey suggested …???? (didn’t have anything else recorded—help!)

Dad’s Committee: Renee introduced Chris Meikle as head of the Dad’s Committee. He asked for suggestions on the needs of any committee. It was mentioned that it would be great for the Dads to help with Spring Fling as well as the Mother/Son. 

Old Florida PTA recommendations- Rene reported that the Supreme Court threw out Amendments 5, 7, and 9, regarding education, prior to the election and thus not being on the ballots. 

October’s Minutes and Budget were approved with Mindy Bender making a motion and Ann Biro seconding. 

Adjournment was at 11:20 a.m.

Recorded by Michelle Dunlap, November 10, 2008
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